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JOURNAL OF LIQUID CHROMATOGRAPHY, 12(9), 1541-1543 (1989) 

In Memoriam 
MARCEL J. E. GOLAY 

Dr. Mamel J. E. Golay, a scientist )rrwrwn wnrldwide for his work in 
inforanaticn w, cptica ard scientific -tion, died w y  
cm April 27, 1989, just me wdc  prior to his 87th birthday, at his hane 
in Ia Cepnrersim, switzerlard. 
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I542 IN MEMORIAM 

M. J. E. Golay was born On May 3, 1902, in Neuchatel, SWitZerland After 
stuaying a t  the local Gynmase, he matriculated a t  the Eidgencssische 
Tkdmkhe Hozhschule (E. T. H.), the S w i s s  Federal Technicdl University, 
in Zurich. He graduated in  1924 w i t h  a degree in electrical qineer ing .  
After graduating, he joined Bell Iaboratories in the United states. 
1928, he left B e l l  to plrsue graduate stuiies i n  physics at  the University 
of olicago where he received a fh.D. in 1931 with a thesis i n  atanic 
Fhysics. Follawing graduation, he joined the U. S. Signal Corps 
Erwgineering Iabs, at that time one of the largest research centers in 
ele&troru 'cs and d c a t i o n s .  

In 1955, Dr. Golay retired fman the Signal corps and became a consultant 
to the philco Corporation in network and infonnation theory, and to the 
Ferkin-Elmer &rpomtion in scientific instnrmenta tion. In  1961-62, he 
was professor a t  the Tedmsck * t iqe&mol,  the University of Technology 
in Eirrdhwen, The Netherlands. F'run 1963 unti l  the day of his death, he 
had been a senior 

~ r .  Golay's achievanents are w i d e  ranging, m ~ i r q  a number of 
scientific fields. 
for the invention of the Golay delay line. 
pattern recognition, his name w i l l  always be associated with the perfect 
binary anl ternary codes, the only two nailti-ermr correction codes ever 
fcurd, with the concept of amplimentary codes whi& are still used 
WorldWiQ in Loran C precision radio migation Systems, w i t h  GLDPR (the 
Golay rogic Pmcessor) for selective imge data extraction and w i t h  the 
developnent of a nunber of other image signal processing analysis 
Prograns. 

In the field of scientific instruwnta tion, Dr. Golay's major achievement 

sensitive rocm-temperature detector performing essentially to theoretical 
limits a m x s  a w i d e  spectrdl range. 
invented a mathmatically elegant system to inpmve resolution. 

One of Dr. Golay's best known achievmmts is in the field of gas 
chrunatcqzqhy: the cpen M a r ,  capillary c o l m .  kk also develaped a 
f u l l  theoretical treatment to describe the chrcmatograplic separation 
prucess. He also has major amtrilxtiow to the area of q l e  
mtroduction in chranatoqq?y. His treatment, t o g e m  with ~ohn 
Atwood, of the dxspersion of an mjeded sanple a t  the beginning of a 
d.lnatagraFhicsystaahashadinportant inplications in high-speed liquid 
c!hmna-. ming the last  months before his death, he was Stuiying, 
in ooapsration w i t h  Dr. Carl Qrawrs of Ehlhuvm University of 
Tedmolocjy, certain questims related to turkilent flaw aryl its 
dunmtograFhic inplications. 

Dr. Golay was the author of more than 90 scientific papezs and received 41 
p a w .  He received rnrmerous awards in many areas of scientific 
endeavor, krt it is particularly notable that he - a non-chemst - was 
the recipient of two n a t i d  American chemical society awards: 

Chrumtxc.p@y (1981). In spite of his advanced age, he was not ret-; 
he w a s  still an active enployee of Perkin-Elnrer. In fact, at  the time of 

In 

scientist a t  Perkin-ELmer. 

In radio camunicatians, he is, perhap, best )owwn 
In infonnation theory and 

was the developnent of a detector for infrared spedzpscopy, t hemos t  

~n NMR spectroscopy, ~ r .  Golay 

the 
A.C.S. AWUd in chemical vlstnrmentation (1961) and the A.C.S. Award in 
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IN MEMORIAM 1543 

his death, he was preparing his lecture planned for the forthcanvlg * T e n t h  
Internatianal sylrposium cm capillary ChraMtograPly to be held May 21-25, 
1989, in Riva del Gixda, Italy. 

Dr. Golay was prubably the last  polyfiistor amng us who could discuss 
astmmny, radar, Chrcmk3-y arrl literature cm equal level. 

Anerahasemkd!  
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